
 

 

 

  

St Joseph’s 
Reception Newsletter 

Thank you for your donations to our Hamper, it is on its way to a family in need  

to spread love and happiness this Christmas. 

.   

 Topic:  

This week we will continue with our Mini topic ‘Sparkle and Shine’. This 

projects helps the children learn about the celebrations that take place during 

autumn and winter seasons.  The focus is on the significance and symbolism of 

light at this time of year. We will also be exploring the story of The Nativity.  

 

Our focus text next week will be  

 
 

Supporting your child at home 

• Set up a Nativity Scene at home, perhaps using a nativity set you may have, or 

using small play figures to represent the different characters. 

• Share the story of The Nativity.  

 

                                                                           

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Maths –  

This week we will be consolidating this term’s learning.  

Children will likely benefit from activities, games, and discussion with parents. 

Working with younger children at home, it is important not to see Mathematics 

as a separate or standalone activity but rather as something which can be 

incorporated into everyday activities, games, stories, and conversations.  

Supporting your child at home 
This is a good website that can support you in applying Maths into everyday activities at home.  
Counting | numeracy - BBC Bitesize                                                                                    

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zprpf82


  

Phonics  

Below are QR codes that link to short engaging film clips 

about each sound.   

You simply hover over the QR code with the camera of 

your phone or ipad and it will link directly to the clip.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have sent a paper copy of QR codes in the children’s Phonics folders. 

This will support you accessing the resources on-line. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Reception should now be blending 

sounds to make words.  Please practise doing 

this with the wordtime sounds and letters 

below.  

Children will be assessed over the next 

fortnight to determine Read Write Inc Groups 

for the new term.  Blending sounds to make 

words is a key part of the assessment.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some children have now begun to learn 

‘Special Friends’ – this is where 2 letters 

make one sound e.g. “Special friends sh / 

th / qu / ch / ng/ nk / ff / ll/ ss /zz / ck 

When reading words with Special Friends 

– get your child to first identify the 

Special Friends – then Fred Talk – then 

Read the Word.  We say “Special Friends, 

Fred Talk, Read the word.” 

It is absolutely vital that children grasp the first 

stages of reading – knowing and identifying all the 

single letter sounds and Special Friends – listed 

above.  They should be able to do this speedily.   

Once they know these - they need to begin 

blending them together (Fred Talk) to make 

words.  

Please support your children – Keeping Up is 

much easier than Catching up! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Our star poem 



  

Information:  

 

 

 

 
                      

 

 
     

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Here are a few links to support your children’s learning at 

home.  

https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/ 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/policy-and-campaigns/home-

learning-environment/small-talk/ 

http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people 

 

 

                                                                         

 

Thursday 18th December – Reception Christmas Party (party 

clothes) 

 

Friday 19th December – End of term 1pm 

 

 

 

Thank you for donations, we would still be grateful for any tissues and 

baby wipes.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
     

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             

           

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all your support 

The Reception Team 

 

The children had great fun this week learning about Christmas 

all over the world and doing Christmas craft. They were very 

excited to write letters and post cards and getting to post and 

delver them to each other. 


